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PLAY IT FORWARD HONORS HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS 
AND NONPROFITS COMMITTED TO PROMOTING YOUTH PHYSICAL 

ACTIVITY 

Spring Season Play It Forward Award Winners and Fund Grantees 
Announced 

 

Portland, Ore. – June 5, 2017 – The Oregon Sports Awards is proud to announce the Play It 
Forward Award and Fund recipients for the spring award cycle, sponsored by Nike and 
Providence Health & Services. Nike and Providence are committed to helping kids be 
physically active as an integral part of building healthier communities, and are partnering to 
recognize and award outstanding efforts to get kids moving across Oregon. 

Play It Forward Award recipients are invited to attend the 65th Oregon Sports Awards, where 
one student-athlete will be selected to receive the Play It Forward $2,500 scholarship. The 
Oregon Sports Awards will be held on June 18, 2017 in the Stanford Theater at the Nike 
World Headquarters in Beaverton, Ore. 

The Play It Forward Fund has now awarded eight $5,000 grants to non-profit organizations 
that demonstrate a commitment to providing physical activity and sport opportunities to youth 
across Oregon. 

Play It Forward Award -  SPRING AWARD WINNERS 

Jason Bayang, Willamette University – Men’s Swimming 

Jason is a senior on Willamette University’s swim team. For several years, he has 
volunteered as the Special Olympics Swimming Head Coach, managing practices and 
overseeing the Special Olympics Regional Swim Meet. Since 2013, he has also been an 
assistant coach for the Marion County Special Olympics. From helping kids be comfortable in 
the water to teaching higher-level swimming skills, Jason’s goal is to foster a connection with 
the children he works with and encourage them to pursue new goals. 
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Anna Farello, University of Portland – Women’s Cross Country, Track & Field 
Anna works with Active Children Portland (ACP), which holds programs for elementary and 
middle school youth to learn how to play soccer and basketball, and make healthy lifestyle 
choices. The senior runner has helped recruit coaches, manage events, and research various 
fundraising platforms and behavioral management practices. At ACP, she has used her 
knowledge of sport psychology to try to combat obesity rates and teach kids valuable life skills. 

Jacob Adler, Catlin Gabel School – Men’s Soccer, Basketball, Baseball  
Jacob, a senior on the Catlin Gabel soccer, basketball, and baseball teams, leads “Kids Club,” 
which organizes sports clinics through the Boys and Girls Club. He is responsible for creating 
and running weekly sports clinics for his school’s after-school programs. With his patience and 
positivity, he aims to inspire passion and self-confidence in kids. His commitment has created 
opportunities for his peers to engage in meaningful service work as well. Ultimately, Jacob does 
this work for the good of the community, the love of sport, and a genuine desire to give 
something back. 

Claire Hammond, Crane Union High School – Volleyball, Basketball, Clay Target Shooting 
Claire is a senior on the Crane Union volleyball, basketball and clay target shooting teams. She 
volunteers at youth sports camps in her community, where fundamental ball skills are taught to 
elementary and middle school kids. She has also served as a referee at elementary and junior 
high games, and been an assistant coach to teams as well. Through all of the practices, camps, 
and games she participates in, she strives to be an inspiration and a positive role model who 
embodies the value of physical activity, leadership skills and a strong work ethic. 
 

Play It Forward Fund – SPRING GRANT RECIPIENTS 

Street Soccer USA – http://www.streetsoccerusa.org/cities/portland 

Street Soccer USA’s mission is to fight poverty and empower under-served communities 
through soccer. This free program seeks to serve youth ages 5-18 in the Centennial 
neighborhood, where a large percentage of participants are immigrants, refugees, and those 
entrenched in poverty. By creating safe places to play, supplying trained and caring coaches, 
and an evidence-based curriculum to build important skills such as communication, creativity, 
cooperation, self-confidence and mutual respect, this organization encourages short and long-
term positive changes in players’ lives. The Play It Forward grant will aid Street Soccer Portland 
to provide soccer-based programming to youth and recruit existing social service agencies to 
coordinate social service efforts. 

Ainsley’s Angels – http://www.ainsleysangels.org/ 

Ainsley’s Angels of North America is a non-profit organization that encourages special needs 
individuals to experience the thrill of participating in road races by providing racing chairs and 
able-bodied runners to assist. The organization also aims to build awareness around America’s 
special needs community through inclusion in all aspects of life. As a newer ambassadorship in 
Oregon, the organization is continually increasing the number of Athlete Riders and Angel 
Runners. The Play It Forward grant will provide a custom racing chair to Ainsley’s Angels in 
Northern Oregon, help cover race entry fees for children to roll free, and help purchase an 
equipment trailer for transporting multiple chairs to events. 
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About the Play It Forward Award and Scholarship 

 
Today, fewer and fewer kids can benefit from positive youth sport experiences and physical 
activity. One barrier to getting kids moving more is a lack of engaging and inspiring role models. 
Nike and Providence Health & Services hope to overcome this challenge by celebrating 
individuals and nonprofits that are already doing this important work through the Play It Forward 
Award and Fund. 
 
For the 2016-2017 school year, the Play It Forward Award will recognize high school and 
college athletes each season (fall, winter and spring) for the great work they are doing to give 
back in their communities across Oregon. Students athletes can self-select to be considered for 
the award or they can be nominated throughout the year by a community member, teacher, 
coach or parent. At the end of each season, the selected Play It Forward Athletes will be 
recognized for their service by Oregon Sports Awards and receive a certificate of 
accomplishment. 

 
To be eligible for the Play It Forward Award, the student athlete must: 
 

• Be an Oregon high school or college/university student who is a member of a varsity 

• athletic team at their school 

• Demonstrate a sustained volunteer commitment with an organization or program that 
gets kids active through sport or physical activity 

• Demonstrate initiative and drive, by going beyond expected school responsibilities 

• Be in good academic standing with their school or college/university 

• Not have any criminal record or have been investigated for criminal activity 

All awardees–12 in total, representing two high schools and two colleges each per season—will 
become eligible for the Play It Forward Athlete of the Year award, selected out of the seasonal 
awardees recognized throughout the 2016-2017 school year. The Play It Forward Athlete of the 
Year will be revealed at the annual Oregon Sports Awards event on June 18th, 2017 at Nike’s 
World Headquarters and will also receive a scholarship in the amount of $2,500. 

More details about the award process and previous winners can be found at 
www.oregonsportsawards.com/playitforward 

 
About the Play It Forward Fund 

 
Positive experiences in sport and physical activity are critical to developing h healthy kids and 
building healthy communities. That is why presenting sponsors Nike and Providence Health & 
Services have also donated a combined $50,000 to the Play It Forward Fund managed by the 
Oregon Sports Authority Foundation. 
 
The Play It Forward Fund supports non-profit organizations that are providing access to 
physical activity and sport opportunities for youth throughout Oregon. This funding will support 
organizations focused on elementary and middle school youth. 
 
The goal of the Fund is to increase access to sport across the state of Oregon, targeting those 
with the least opportunity. This fund will give nine $5,000 grants--three per athletic season (fall, 
winter and spring)--to deserving organizations throughout the 2016 -2017 school year. Over the 
course of the year we will aim for geographic, ethnic and economic diversity for funded 

http://www.oregonsportsawards.com/playitforward


organizations. 
 
$5,000 from the Play It Forward Fund will also be allocated to the Play It Forward Award 
scholarship--$2,500 will be awarded to the 2016-2017 Play It Forward Athlete of the Year, and 
$2,500 was retroactively given to the 2015-2016 Play It Forward Athlete of the Year, Gavin 
Begay. 

 
The first grant cycle opened on September 15, 2016 with grant applications being accepted on 
a rolling basis through May 19, 2017. Projects could apply once during this period, at 
http://www.oregonsports.org/foundation/play-it-forward/ 
 
The Grant Selection Committee is comprised of Nike and Providence Health & Services 
employees, a representative from the Oregon Sports Awards and a representative from the 
Oregon Sports Authority Foundation. 
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