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HONORING INSPIRATIONAL STUDENT
ATHLETES AND ORGANIZATIONS

FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE
IN THEIR COMMUNITY.

The Oregon Sports Awards is proud to announce the Play It Forward
Award and Fund recipients for the winter award cycle, sponsored by
Nike and Providence Health & Services. Nike and Providence are
committed to helping kids be physically active as an integral part
of building healthier communities, and are partnering to recognize
and award outstanding efforts to get kids moving across Oregon.

STACY DRAGILA’S VAULT SAFE STICK JUMPING - WWW.VAULTSAFE.ORG
Utilizing tools as simple as a bamboo stick and something to jump over, Vault Safe has 
developed “Stick Jumping” as a common-core compliant, standards-based physical 
educational curriculum, targeting Oregon elementary and middle school youth in the 
development of physics/biomechanics principles through a fun and exciting activity. Vault 
Safe is led by Olympic Gold Medalist pole vaulter Stacy Dragila and a team of educators 
and innovators who share her passion to inspire and challenge youth to push boundaries 
through healthy and active lifestyles. The Play It Forward grant will be put towards 
equipment and instructional costs.

TRACKTOWN YOUTH LEAGUE - WWW.TRACKTOWNYOUTHLEAGUE.COM
TrackTown Youth League will be conducting free all-comer track meets in 14 communities 
throughout Oregon, April-June 2017, improving access to sport for kids, ages 7-14. 
The track meets aim to fill a void for kids to be able to participate in healthy physical 
activities, at no cost. All kids, regardless of skill or ability, are welcome to participate in 
professionally timed events where they will receive complimentary sports swag and be 
introduced to the lifelong thrill of running. Top finishers in each community event will be 
given the unique opportunity to compete at historic Hayward Field during the NCAA Track 
& Field Championships. The Play It Forward Fund grant will cover the rental and use of the 
tracks at seven of the fourteen venues.

EUGENE MIDDLE SCHOOL ULTIMATE SUMMER CAMPS - WWW.EMSULTIMATE.COM 
Eugene Middle School Ultimate hosts three week-long summer camps teaching middle 
school youth in the greater Eugene and Springfield area how to play Ultimate Frisbee. 
Open to all skill levels, the camps teach in-game skills, team-building and conditioning 
exercises and lead-up to a one-day final tournament. The camps also encourage kids 
to continue playing, whether with friends or in organized leagues. The Play It Forward 
grant will be used to purchase camp equipment and provide 20 full scholarships to kids 
with financial need.

ALEX JONES - LEWIS & CLARK COLLEGE, MEN’S BASKETBALL
Alex Jones is a senior at Lewis & Clark and member of the men’s basketball team. Alex 
has been significant in promoting sport and physical activity for youth as a volunteer for 
Specialty Athletic Training, an organization that exclusively trains individuals with special 
needs, most of whom are children. Through this organization, Jones has been a trainer and 
peer mentor, working one-on-one with his clients. Jones has also served as a basketball 
coach for youth camps, including Specialty Athletic Training’s Hoop Camp 4 Kids, and the 
Portland Marathon.

AUSTIN THARP - UNIVERSITY OF OREGON, TRACK & FIELD
Austin, a sophomore member of the University of Oregon Track & Field team, volunteers 
with the O Heroes program. Austin has coached kids through ways to stay active without 
being signed up with a club or team, teaching them how to be a leader for themselves 
and a role model to those around them. Austin uses his platform as a collegiate athlete 
to demonstrate how skills acquired in sports are applicable to all aspects of life. His goal 
is to teach kids that the first step to being good at something is getting out there and 
giving it your best, and that even if you aren’t the greatest, giving your all is what really 
makes you a champion. 

TYA SETH - LAKE OSWEGO HIGH SCHOOL, WOMEN’S GOLF
Tya Seth is a junior on the golf team at Lake Oswego High School. Tya volunteers with 
The First Tee program, Muscular Dystrophy Association and Girls Golf. Introduced as a 
participant to The First Tee (TFT) at the age of 9, Tya was inspired by the core values 
that TFT taught her, and returns to the program years later to serve as an instructor, 
mentor and role model to young golfers. Tya uses golf as a tool to teach young girls self 
empowerment, perseverance and healthy lifestyles. Striving to be a go-to person for 
those in need, Tya leads by example making it known to those she works with that they 
are capable of making a difference in the world.

KATELYN LESTER - MCNARY HIGH SCHOOL, VOLLEYBALL, WOMEN’S GOLF
Katelyn Lester is a golfer and volleyball player at McNary High School. Faced with 
challenges in her own athletic career, Katelyn puts her efforts towards making sports 
accessible for others. She volunteers with the Oregon School Activities Association 
Foundation, where she helps purchase athletic clothing and equipment for student 
athletes who can’t otherwise afford it. Katelyn has also served as a youth volleyball camp 
instructor and at McNary Athletic Booster Club events. Katelyn’s goal is to show others 
that despite physical ability, you can still find a way to be a contributor to the greater 
good of the team.  
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